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SUBJECT: PHAM VAN DONG’S COMMENTS ON POW ISSUE TO PCF 

DELEGATION 

REFERENCE: USDEL 22070 (DEC. 28, i97l> 

U GVNDEL DEPUTY CHIEF PHONG HAS PROVIDED FOLLOWING INFORMATION, 
FROM SAME SOURCE CITED REFTSL, ON FRENCH COMMUNIST PARTY 
DELEGATION’S VISIT TO NORTH VIET-NAM AND TALKS WITH DRV OFFI 
CIALS, NOTABLY PHAM VAN DONG. 

2. PHAM VAN DONG TOLD PCF DELEGATION THAT NVN LEADER- 
SHIP NOW CONSIDERED IT HAD MISCALCULATED PRIORITY US 
ATTACHED TO POW RETURN RELATIVE TO OTHER OSj^OTI }£S. 

THEY HAD. TAKEN SON TAY RAID AS EVIDENCE OF THE EXCEPTIONALLY 
HIGH PRIORITY PRESIDENT NIXON PLACED ON RETURN OF POW$, 

AND HAD THOUGHT POWS GAVE THEM GREATER LEVERAGE THAN 
HAD TURNED OUT TO BE THE CASE. THEY ARE NOW REVIEWING 
THEIR POSITION IN THE LIGHT OF THIS REASSESSMENT. 

1 

3. PHAM VAN DONG WENT ON TO EXPRESS BAFFLEMENT AND 
CONCERN OVER WHAT US’ REALLY WANTED SINCE, HE SAID, ITj 
WORDS AND ACTS OFTEN DID NOT SEEM CONSISTENT, Ht DECLARED 
IT WAS EXTREMELY DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND US INTENTIONS. 

4. BALANCE OF PCF DELEGATION’S IM1TIAI- DEBRIEFING WAS 
GENERAL IN NATURE, RELATING PRIMARILY TO DELEGATION S 
OBSERVATIONS ON CONDITIONS WITHIN NVN. CONTRARY TO 
WHAT DELEGATION HAD BEEN TOLD BEFORE ITS DEPARTURE BY 
VO VAN SUNG, THERE WAS NO DISCUSSION ABOUT A REVISED 
VERSION OF SEVEN POINTS.. 

5. PHONG PROMISED TO PROVIDE FURTHER DETAILS AS THEY 
BECOME AVAILABLE. GP-5, 
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